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The Agri-food business is  great one to be in!





The Future is looking Good

Provided we can 

avoid adverse 

publicity

1. Food Safety

2. Animal Welfare

3. Nutrition & Health

4. Adverse Environmental 

effects



Conventional media feeds off 

social media and vice versa











The next generation will access information in a different way than we do today

The share 

prices are 

rising



Protein 3.6%

Fat 4.2%

SCC 250,000

TBC 13,000



Food Safety

Consumers’ 

health

Consumers’ 

Confidence

Consumers’ 

interest



The Food Chain ?



The Real Global Food Chain



Could you find a needle a bale of 

hay in a field to prevent a cow 

choking on it ?



YES

Recall all the bales

The same occurs in food recalls making 

them extremely costly so the emphasis has

to be on prevention



Increasing ability of analytical 

chemists



Patient

Food

Retail/Catering 
outlet

Farmers/

Millers

Processors

Forensic Microbiology





HUMAN BEHAVIOURWe wouldn’t 

eat beef

Far too 

dangerous!!



Frozen blocks of “beef trim”?



Set back to modernisation of meat inspection



Antibiotic resistant germs

“Super bugs””





Reservoir of 

resistance

in the gut 

microbiome



Antibiotic

residues in

Beef

Policy and industry response often in proportion to Media 

Coverage rather than risk to the public’s health



Antibiotics

To ASSIST Good Husbandry – NOT Replace It…



Global food service and retail giants are responding to 

consumer concerns and pledging to go antibiotic free!







Pen-side tests – results in minutes

Accurate timely  diagnosis - better prescribing

right drug,  right dose, right time







Animal Welfare



Lairage design

Humanely Slaughtered?



Disconnect between urban consumers and modern Agriculture





Top class beef genetics or a man made monster?







Efficient Production?



Factory Farming?



Bull Beef?

30 months- 16 months –12 months? 



Cull Cows & Animal Welfare









Just press send

Social Media

Truth Or Lies – Millions  Will know in Seconds…



Special;- Grass fed Irish Sirloin





Grass versus Grain debate??

Flexatarian













Life stage nutritional needs: 
No one diet for all ages



Life Stage Nutrition: 
What about humans? 

➢From babies to grandparents

➢From active lifestyles to sedentary lifestyles

➢Males and females

➢Identical nutritional requirements????



I’m 

sticking 

with breast 

milk

Infant Nutrition



Toddler Nutrition

I’ll chance 

being a  beef 

farmer 

when I grow 

up!



I’m 

sticking 

with the 

Dairy 

Farmers!!



Rapidly growing Children

You can 

stick your 

beef…



Consumption patterns in Children?

Adverse effects of poor diet:- from “Dental to Mental”



Creative marketing?







Sedentary Middle Age



Old age can be a great time…

If you are healthy!



Loosing muscle mass as you age:-

“Sarcopenia”



Bio-available protein:-



Whey



Nutrition for Athletes
“Fueling your body for optimum performance”



Dairy Industry   V  Beef Industry

Ingredients industry

• Casein 

• Whey 

• Lactose

• Lactoalbumen

• Lactoglobulin

“Milk Mining”

Bio-active ingredients
• Oligosaccharides

• Prebiotics

• Lipid profiling

• Glyco-conjugates

• Immune modulators



Primal cuts 

& mince?



60 is the new 30



Old

Age

?

90 is the new 60!



Tackling Sarcopenia?
Meat industry 

should plant 

where the 

dairy sector is 

ploughing



Could the Beef industry plant where the Dairy

Industry is ploughing?

Pork

Powder
Beef

Powder?



Nutrition in the Elderly…

Old age

all in the mind!!
It’s the beef!

Two 80-g servings/day  of  lean meat

– Daly et al. Am J Clin Nutr 2014;99:899–910.



Healthy Planet







Environmental Impact





Environmental Impact





You are in the

Human

Health 

Business!

Final take home message




