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40 per head for discussion groups of 10+ members who book

and

applications accepted after this special offer date).

YOU CAN REGISTER AND AVAIL OF THE ABOVE DISCOUNTED

RATES IF YOU REGISTER AND PAY BEFORE FRIDAY 7th JULY.

To avail of this offer:

a) Make a prepaid booking online www.irishgrassland.com

b) Post this prepaid booking form and your cheque to: Discounted
DAIRY Registration, IGA, Cookstown, Kells, Co. Meath

SUMMER TOUR FEE INCLUDES:

So, if you are thinking of attending then book today and

Book
Book
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25% DISCOUNT BOOKING FORM
*For all prepaid bookings received by 7th July 2017
Pre-booking.is egsential as places are Iimitgd and tickets ‘ 'L
will be issued on a first come basis. &
member(s) at €56 €40 each. Total: €__ c R E D IT LI N E r'.%

non member(s) at €166 €80 each. Total: €
FLEXIBLE WAY 10 MANAGE YOUR FARM’S

Irish Grassiand
Association

% Dairy Summer Tour

Kilkenny & Carlow

Producing milk on leased land

-
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prepay in one payment in full before 7th July (strictly no late

Attendance at Dairy Summer Tour

Copy of the proceedings

Breakfast rolls & tea or coffee for everyone who arrives
before 8.30am

Hot Lunch, dessert, tea or coffee BACKING BRAVE

Bus transfers between farms

Please note that as part of its initiative to attract new TALK TO US TODAY
members the conference attendance fee for non-members
also includes one year’s FREE membership to the Irish #backedbyAIB

Grassland Association worth an amazing €60!
(This offer is available for all new d/d memberships only)

‘ WARNING: THE COST OF YOUR REPAYMENTS MAY INCREASE. ‘

i ! ustomer featured received a gratuity. Lending criteria, terms and conditions apply.
- Credit facilities are subject to repayment capacity and financial status and are not
available to persons under |18 years of age. Security may be required.

Allied Irish Banks, p.l.c.is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland.

For Discounted Tickets
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8.15 am |Registration at Gowran Park Racecourse,
Gowran, Co Kilkenny. Breakfast rolls & tea or
coffee for everyone who arrives before 8.30am
‘9.00 am | Depart by bus to first farm
9.45 am |Arrive at first farm
Opening address by: Bernard Ging,
- Irish Grassland Association President
12.00 pm Depart by bus to Gowran Park
’12.45 pm | Lunch at Gowran Park
2.00 pm |Depart by bus to second farm
2.15 pm | Arrive at second farm
4.00 pm |Close of Dairy Summer Tour
4.15 pm | Depart by bus to Gowran Park
4.30 pm |Complimentary tea and coffee at Gowran

Park before departure home

WOODFORD DOLMEN
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HOTEL

B&B Rate ‘Quote IGA’

€62 single €35 pps
(059) 9142002

www.woodforddolmenhotel.ie

Cathal and Grainne Moran
farm 144 ha in Kilkenny. Less
than half (57 ha) of the land
they farm is owned. The
milking platform comprises 120
hectares. Sixty three hectares
of this is leased from three
different land owners. The
milking platform is serviced by
over 2.5 km of farm roadway
that Cathal has constructed to
access the paddocks. Overall
stocking rate this year is 2.5

Cathal Moran,
Kilkenny

LU/ha with the milking platform grazing 250 black
and white dairy cows. In 2016, the cows yielded 450
kg milk solids per cow (4.30% fat; 3.67% protein) to
produce over 1,200 kg milk solids per hectare. Calving
interval that year was 371 days and the median calving
date was 20oth February.

The past four years has been a period of rapid
development on the Moran farm. In addition to
extending the cow roadway by approximately 1.5 km,
Cathal constructed a 30 unit milking parlour, a second
lined lagoon, reseeded 50 ha and built 345 topless
cubicles and slurry storage to accommodate his rapidly
expanding herd. While improving soil pH and P&K
indexes is on-going, the farm still grew an average of
14.6 tonnes dry matter per hectare in 2016.

‘Expanding the farm through long term leasing was the
best option open to me. | treat the land | lease as if
it was my own. Building a good working relationship
with the land owners and thinking of their needs as
well as my own requirements are all important when
your producing milk on leased land’, said Cathal.
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Jamie and Lorraine Kealy farm
50 ha in Carlow. The milking
platform, which is located 10km
from the family home is fully
leased and comprises 37 ha
of rolling, free draining land at
Slaneyquarter, Grange, Tullow,
Co. Carlow. The entire milking
platform is leased long-term as
are the milking facilities and
winter accommodation.  Overall
stocking rate is 2.4 LU/ha with

the milking platform stocked at
2.5 cows/ha. Coming from a building background, Jamie

bought 13 ha of land in three sections and was involved
in beef production before he started in milk production
four seasons ago. Originally leasing 25 ha of the platform
and the milking and wintering facilities, a further 12 ha
of land has since been leased from a second landowner
allowing him to increase the size of the milking herd from
an initial 64 cows.

Jamie Kealy,
Carlow

Calving interval last spring was 362 days with 87% of
the herd calved in the first 6-weeks and a median calving
date of February 12th. In 2016, the 91-strong dairy herd
produced 525 kg per cow (4.47% fat; 3.70% protein)
with almost 1,300 kg milk solids produced per hectare
on the milking platform. Achieving a long lactation is
underpinned by compact calving and most of the herd
is milked through to the end of November. Only first
calvers and thin cows are dried off the end of October.
The high quality cubicle housing on the farm facilitates
indoor milking into late autumn.

The leased farm was well managed over the years and
mostly index 3 for P&K when Jamie started in dairying.
According to Jamie, “Without the opportunity to take on
this long term lease, we wouldn’t have been able to start
dairy farming. Last year the farm grew 14 tonnes of grass
dry matter per hectare with minimal reseeding done since
| started to farm there. OQur plans for this year are to
increase the number of cows milked slightly to 105 cows.
We think that the farm can sustain the higher stocking
rate without having to overfeed the cows”.
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